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Election Deception 


There is an old saying 
that “no matter wjio you 
vote for the government 
always gets in." 

The politicians have 
taken to the stage and 
are doing what they are 
best at — blowing hot air. 

And on November 21 the 
sheep will follow them to 
the polling stations. 

he three major parties 
are trying hard to per¬ 
suade us that they offer 
real alternatives, yet their 
first priority is defending 
the status quo. All we 
have is a choice of 
tweedle-dee, tweedle 
dum or tweedle-doo. 

As usual the NDP is 

being trumpeted as the saviour of the work¬ 
ing class and champion of all worthwhile 
causes Baloney. Social democratic parties 
haven't seriously believed in social change 
since the 1880s when the German SDP 
abandoned its commitment to revolution. 

Socialist parties throughout the West have 


celebrated their rise to 
power by helping the 
working class with lay¬ 
offs, wage-cuts and plant 
closures. Here in BC the 
NDP's time in power is 
well remembered for the 
government's strike¬ 
breaking activities. 

T hrowing money at cor¬ 
porations whose busi¬ 
ness is disrupting the 
environment, as the NDP 
proposes, is not a rational 
approach to solving our 
environmental crisis. 
That the NDP is more 
interested in chasing 
opinion polls than in think¬ 
ing about ecology is re¬ 


flected in their choice of plastic lawn signs 
over the old biodegradable ones. 

Terrified of being called anti-nationalist the 
NDP is planning to spend more on our mili¬ 
tary than any other party. Their plans for 
withdrawing from NATO have been put off 
indefinitely. Yet the established peace move- 
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Who Will Break 
This Strike? 

On October 16,600 off-duty 
cops marched in military 
style demonstration, com¬ 
plete with drummers keeping 
beat around Vancouver city 
hall. After their little parade, 
about 100 cops invaded 
council chambers to ask for 
help in their appeals for more 
money. 

The 100 member Vancou¬ 
ver Police Union is negotiat¬ 
ing with the GVRD. The cops 
are demanding a 16% in¬ 
crease in wages (funny, we 
thought they got pretty good 
pay for mercenaries), hepati¬ 
tis innoculations, more 
rounds of ammunition (fair 
enough considering the 
amount of overkill needed for 
Greg Coghlan), and new 
CPR masks to help lower the 
risk of disease transmission. 
Perhaps if cops weren’t con¬ 
stantly taking the boots to 
lower income people (those 
with the highest risk of hav¬ 
ing hepatitis, TB, etc.), they 
wouldn't have to worry so 
much about the face masks. 

We all know that if any other 
group had protested in this 
manner, bursting intocouncil 
chambers, the police would 
have busted heads and ar¬ 
rested the demonstrators. 

This is one labour struggle 
we do not intend to support. 


Women Outrage Slotm 


On September 16th Van¬ 
couver women took to the 
streets marking the tenth 
anniversary of the nation¬ 
wide march called Take 
Back the Night. 

Vancouver Rape Relief has 
for the past nine years spon¬ 
sored this opportunity for 
women of all ages, colours 
and walks of life to come 
together in a show of unity 
and strength in the face of 
continued sexual assault. 

The Women United were 
not to be defeated by a thun¬ 
der and lightning storm that 
left every women soaked by 
the end of the march. 

Upwards of 125 women, 
including representatives of 
several Vancouver women's 
groups such as Women 
Against Violence Against 
Women and the Downtown 
Eastside Womens Centre, 
marched into the night bear¬ 
ing signs and banners. The 
march took up two lanes of 
traffic as they slowly (for 
women in wheelchairs) but 
loudly proceeded up 
Hastings Street and through 
the red light at Cassiar 
amidst a chorus of car and 
truck horns. 

The thunderstorm contin¬ 
ued to rage as did the 
women, shouting slogans 


such as, "YOU STRIKE THE 
WOMEN. YOU STRIKE 
THE ROCK!", “NOT THE 
CHURCH, NOT THE 
STATE, WOMEN SHALL 
CONTROL THEIR FATE”, 
and "WHAT DO WE WANT? 
STOP RAPE! WHEN DO 
WE WANT IT? NOW!" 

The marchturned around at 
Kootenay Loop where it was 
joined by motorcycle cops 
thereto assist with traffic and 
keep the marchers in line. 
The cops were booed by 
women who resented this 
token bit of aid in light of the 
brutality and sexual abuse 
Vancouver cops are known 
for. 

Spirits remained high as the 
march headed back to the 
Hastings Community Center 
where the events concluded 
with speakers and a discus¬ 
sion of women's issues. 

So much has been taken 
from women who have been 
and continue to be op¬ 
pressed socially, economi¬ 
cally and politically. But as 

Vancouver women demon¬ 
strated September 16th, 
courage and spirit are two 
qualities which women need 
and continue to display as 
they struggle to gain free¬ 
dom from their burdens and 
take back the night. ■ 
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Trouble With Toigo 



blatant acl 



A Boss is like a diaper... 

Always on your ass and 
usually full of shit. 

intimidation, leaf letting the non-union out 


Workers at White Spot’s 19 
unionized restaurants have 
been on strike since August 
27th after voting 87% to re¬ 
ject the company's “final of¬ 
fer". 

The stakes are high in this 
latest battle against corpo¬ 
rate greed Among other 
things, White Spot wants to 
freeze the wages of new 
workers at $4.50/hour for 
three years and deny senior 
workers the full-time hours 
ihey need to earn a living 
wage. 

Long term White Spot em¬ 
ployees average only 25 
hours per week — hardly 
enough for the many single 
parents trying to feed their 
children The company has 
cut the hours of senior em¬ 
ployees and given them to 
lower paid workers in order 
to increase its profits. 

White Spot has declined to 
give its current employees 
anything other than a token 
wage hike — their offer of 20 
cents for waitresses and 45 
cents for other workers is 
more of an insult than a pay 

increase. 

I he restaurant is trying to 
smash the union, the Cana¬ 
dian Association of Indus- 
tnal. Mechanical and Allied 
Workers (CAIMAW). In a 

Ecomedia. Issu o #2 


White Spot has announced 
the closure of some of its 
stores for “redevelopment ”, 
and is threatening to shut 
down completely unless the 
strikers return to their jobs. 

White Spot is owned by 
Peter Toigo, a millionaire 
land developer with close 
ties to the Social Credit 
Party. Two high government 
officials intervened on 
Toigo’s behalf in his attempt 
to buy former Expo 86 lands 
and gain approval for the 
Knight Street Pub. The two 
officials were forced to re¬ 
sign but Toigo remains well 
conned ed. 

Toigo’s connections with 
the government have defi¬ 
nitely paid off TheSocred’s 
own panel of impartiality, the 
Industrial Relations Council, 
has issued an order to stop 
the union from picketing and 


lets in support of a boycott. 

While White Spot can rely 
on the assistance of Toigo’s 
friends in government, the 
workers must receive wide¬ 
spread support in their 
struggle against poverty 
wages. Here are a few sug¬ 
gestions. 

Spend a few hours on a 
picket line. There are over a 
dozen in the Vancouver 
area, plenty to choose from. 

A community support group 
is leafletting White Spot's 
non-unionized restaurantsto 
support the boycott. If you 
are interested phone 254- 
0223. 

You can also tell Mr. Toigo 
what you think of him trying 
to build his financial empire 
on the backs of workers. 
Next time nature calls at 2am 
give him a ring at 943-1451. 
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Petrol Politics 


Having triumphantly announced its arri¬ 
val into the modern economic world by host¬ 
ing the 1988 Summer Olympics, the South 
Korean regime is now strengthening its grip 
over the people through the illusion of re¬ 
form. 

Oonfused? Consider the 1980 Kwangju 
massacre inwhich hundreds of protesters 
were killed, a purification campaign inwhich 
10,000 people were placed in military camps 
for “education’after martial law was im¬ 
posed. More recent protests have also been 
met with a brutal response from the police. 
Back then the regime could be openly re¬ 
pressive with little attention from the west. 

Just a few months ago the government 
expressed “regret" for the kwangju mas¬ 
sacre, even offering to pay compensation to 
surviving victims and families (funny how 
politicians think they can buy off people's 
feelings and beliefs as easily as they them¬ 
selves were bought off). Then on October 
3rd, 1988 the government released more 
than 1000 prisoners including 52 “political 
prisoners ’. The next day President Roh Tae 
Woo announced he was ready to begin talks 
with North Korea over reunification. Sud¬ 
denly the South Korean State was hailed as 
the nice guy. 



^cne of the major factors in forcing the 
State to reform has been the protests in the 

streets. 

^Confrontational street battles with riot po¬ 
lice aren’t new to South Korea. There were 
massive student riots in the early sixties that 
led to the demise of the dictator. But in the 
current struggles there have been two major 
objectives for the protesters. The riots up to 
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1987 were aimed at gaining some form of 
direct democracy with free elections. The 
protests of 1988 have been aimed at reunifi¬ 
cation. 

I he protests for democracy were in oppo¬ 
sition to the electoral system then in use, an 
indirect electoral college heavily biased in 
favor of the ruling party. This system en¬ 
sured that the party in power stayed in power. 
Never having living under democracy, the 
protesters, mostly students, went out to 
claim the opportunity. The vast majority of 
the protesters were democratic idealists who 
actually had faith in "State democracy” Even 
the middle class supported the protests. 

Eventually, through growing pressure as 
the Olympics drew near and with the eyes of 
the world upon it, the regime was forced to 
concede reforms in order to maintain its 
facade of democracy. 

new constitution was created which dis¬ 
pensed with the electoral college and (sup¬ 
posedly) gave more control to the National 
Assembly By tossing out a few crumbs the 
regime was able to gain the allegiance of the 
middle class and divide the protest move¬ 
ment. 

For the protesters the objective shifted to 
reunification of North and South Korea, 
which have been divided politically since the 
Korean War. The South Korean State has 
crushed all attempts by Ihe students to 
march to PanmunjonV, saying any discussion 
must take place between the States and not 
the people — so much for democracy. 


^Dn the other side of the fence Norlh 
Korea has played the protests for all they are 
worth in their own propaganda game. They 
know full well the South Korean State would 
never allow the talks to take place as it would 
undermine the regime's authority and erode 
some of that anti-commie hysteria Even if 
the students made it through the border 
town, they would only meet selected Com 
munist Party delegates ready to toe the party 
line. 

The main stumbling blocks for reunifica¬ 
tion are the recent Olympic games which the 
North wasn’t allowed to co-host (boo hoo) 
and the 42,000 US troops stationed in South 
Korea. 

Anti-US feelings have been mounting and 
the US embassy has been the target of many 
a petrol bomb but it seems buildings don t 
burn as easily as riot cops. 

There are important lessons to be leai ned 
from the struggles in South Korea It was the 
battles in the streets and not the bailot box 
that challenged the State s control. Although 
the objectives were reformist, it was collee 
tive action by people, not cardboard politi 
dans, that forced change. 

I he response of the State has also been 
interesting. The regime has learned to be 
tactful, willing to concede reforms to consoli 
date its position. This is South Korea s 
glasnost as it learns there is more than one 
way to maintain State control. 
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Boys in Blue 
Kill Man with Blues 

As reported in Ecomedia number one, Greg Coghlan was 
shot dead by tour police bullets this summer. 

On September 30th a five member jury for the coroner's 
inquest found the cause of death to be suicide. 

On September 21 the inquest was told that Corporals 
Michael Johnston and Rudy Sturm shot Coghlan 21 seconds 
after arriving on the scene Also revealed in the inquest was 
that Len Cormier, Coghlan’s friend, had told the 911 emer¬ 
gency dispatcher “no violence... no sirens or anything like 
that ". The dispatcher didn't pass this on to the police who 
showed up in their typical “John Wayne’ mode. 

Several years ago in Lethbridge Coghlan had a similar 
encounter with police. The too he got drunk, depressive and 
threatened to kill himself with a knife. However the cops 
responded with a bit more sense and simply disarmed him. 

The deadly overreaction by police is evidence of their 
ineptitude in dealing with people as human beings Corporal 
Johnston wore a bullet proof vest, surely some protection 
against a drunk with a <nife. He said he didn't know how to 
use his night stick — why are these weapons even issued if 
the boys in blue don t know how to use them? 

The “death by invitation' ruling, when a troubled young man 
can ask armed police to kill him is, for the rest of us just that 
— death by invitation to unwelcome guests. 

Vote? No Thanks 

Continued from p^ge one 

ment stands behind the NDP. Why? 

The NDP claims to stand up for women. Remember when 
the Manitoba NDP shut down Morgentaler s free standing 
abortion clinic? 

For those who fight for social change the record of social 
democracy has been abysmal The left has consistently been 
sold out by all its so-called leaders. When the rank and file 
has cried out they have at best been ignored and at worst 
beaten and imprisoned. 

This election don’t vote. Spend your time doing something 
useful instead. 


The Vancouver Ecomedia 
Bulletin is a monthly publi¬ 
cation of the Vancouver 
Ecomedia Collective. It is 
also part of the Ecomedia 
Network which provides a 
news service throughout 
Europe and North America. 
Locally, the quarterly journal 
No Picnic also picks up news 
from the network. 

The people who produce 
Ecomedia see themselves 
as anarchists. We do not 
advocate indiscriminate vio¬ 
lence nor are we trying to 
bring chaos to the world. We 
want to live in a world where 
people are not set against 
each other but can live in 
harmony and cooperation. It 
is mutual aid not conflict that 
makes life worth living and 
allows us to flourish as indi¬ 
viduals. This is the basis of 
true freedom. 

Donations are greatly ap¬ 
preciated as we are paying 
for this out of our own pock¬ 
ets. We would also like to 
have more people contribute 
articles or help with distribu¬ 
tion. Subscriptions are avail¬ 
able to anyone who asks but 
send $5 for mailing costs if 
you can. 
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